
Dedicated to making people more secure 
through accountable and effective security



We help to improve the way 
national security sectors are 
governed.

We advise on the development 
of effective and sustainable 
security governance policy.

We promote locally owned reforms 
that are inclusive, participatory, and 
gender responsive.

Since 2000, DCAF has worked 
to improve the governance of 
security sectors through inclusive 
and participatory reforms based 
on international norms and good 
practices. We believe that security 
sector governance and reform is a 
decisive contributor to peace and 
sustainable development. 

OUR MISSION PRINCIPLES

Impartiality 
We promote 
democracy, but 
do not take sides 
politically.

Local ownership 
The needs of our 
partners and affected 
population are always 
our first concern.

Democratic control 
Rule of law is 
essential to good 
governance.

Human rights 
Are central to 
our work, with 
gender equality 
at the core.



The Security Sector comprises all the 
people, institutions, and structures with 
influence over the provision, management, 
and oversight of human and state security 
and justice.

Security Sector Reform (SSR) is 
the process of improving the way 
security is provided, managed, and 
overseen. Its goal is to set the stage 
for good security sector governance.

Good Security Sector Governance (SSG) is 
the adherence to certain principles in the 
way security is provided, managed, and 
overseen. It is accountable, transparent, 
participatory, responsive, and effective.

It means the security sector 
functions within a framework of 
democratic civilian control, the rule 
of law, gender equality, and respect 
for human rights.



EXPERTISE
We have 20 years of experience in 
strategy building, programme design, 
management and assessment, 
facilitating coordination, and navigating 
the politics around SSR processes.

Build capacity 
of national and 
international 
actors

Provide technical 
expertise to  
nationally led 
SSG/R processes

Produce 
unrestricted 
research and 
knowledge products 

Promote 
internationally 
recognized good 
governance practices

Advise on 
security sector 
law and policy 

WHAT WE DO

Parliamentary oversight

Police and law 
enforcement reformGender and security

Border management Independent oversight
institutions

Justice sector reform

Business and security

Civil society and 
media oversight

Defence reform 

Intelligence governance



PARTNERS
DCAF works with national and international 
actors involved in security sector reform 
and governance:

Border 
police

Armed 
forces

Police

Intelligence 
services

Judiciary

Ministries

Multilateral 
organizations

Parliaments

Ombuds 
institutions

Development 
agencies

Private sector Civil society

Media



Bamako Niamey

Banjul

Beirut
Ramallah

Tripoli

Tunis

Brussels
Geneva

Addis Ababa

Skopje
Kyiv

Ljubljana

Tegucigalpa

*as of March 2020

REACH
Since our founding in 2000, DCAF has supported projects and provided 
advice and expertise to national and international partners in more than 80 
countries. We have offices in Addis Ababa, Bamako, Banjul, Beirut, Brussels, 
Kyiv, Ljubljana, Niamey, Ramallah, Skopje, Tegucigalpa, Tripoli, and Tunis.



We gratefully receive core funding 
from Switzerland, Sweden, and 
Liechtenstein. Projects and programmes 
are substantially supported by generous 
funding from Germany, the Netherlands, 
the United Kingdom, the European 
Union, Norway, Denmark, Canada, Open 
Society Foundations, France, Sweden, 
Luxembourg, and the United States.

RECOGNITION
DCAF is a Swiss-based organization governed by a Foundation 
Council of 63 countries. We are headquartered in the Maison de la 
Paix in Geneva, Switzerland, an internationally recognized centre of 
expertise in foreign, security, and peace policy. 



Committed to making states and people more secure through better security sector gover-
nance

DCAF – Geneva Centre for 
Security Sector Governance 
 
Chemin Eugène-Rigot 2E 
P.O. Box 1360 
CH-1211 Geneva 1 
Switzerland 
 
      +41 22 730 94 00 
      info@dcaf.ch 
      @dcaf_geneva

www.dcaf.ch


