DCAF is an international foundation established in 2000
on the initiative of the Swiss Confederation, as the
'Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed
Forces'. DCAF contributes to enhancing security sector
governance (SSG) through security sector reform
(SSR). The Centre’s work to support effective, efficient
security sectors which are accountable to the state and
its citizens is underpinned by the acknowledgement that
security, development and the rule of law are essential
preconditions for sustainable peace.

DCAF is guided by the principles of neutrality,
impartiality, gender sensitivity and local ownership as
the basis for supporting legitimate, sustainable reform
processes.

Good governance of the security sector

Effective governance and civilian oversight of the security sector
are essential (...) for peace and development.
(UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon, 2008)

The security sector (...) should be subject to the same standards
of efficiency, equity and accountability as any other public service.
(UN Secretary General Kofi Annan, 1999)

DCAF is based in Geneva with permanent offices in
Beirut, Brussels, Ljubljana and Ramallah. The DCAF
Foundation currently comprises 50 Member States
from across the globe. The Centre has over 100 staff
from more than 30 countries.

Where does DCAF work?

DCAF conducts activities in Africa, the Americas, Asia,
and Europe. Comprehensive operational and policy
research programmes are focused on Sub-Saharan
Africa, the Middle East and Northern Africa, the Newly
Independent States and Southeast Europe.

What does DCAF do?

DCAF’s core services:

+ assessments

« programme design

« monitoring and evaluation

- tools and guidance development
« capacity-building and training

- knowledge services and publications

DCAF combines conceptual, analytical and
operational capabilities in order to support a holistic
SSR agenda. The Centre develops and promotes
appropriate norms and standards at national and
international levels, conducts policy-relevant research,
offers tailored policy guidance and provides advisory
field support and in-country assistance programmes.

DCAF’s International Security Sector Advisory Team
(ISSAT) reinforces the capacity of the international
community to support SSR processes, primarily in
conflict-affected and fragile states.

DCAF’s thematic expertise:

border management
» civil society capacity-building

defence reform

- genderand SSR

intelligence governance

justice sector reform

new issues in security sector governance

ombudsman institutions

- parliamentary oversight

police reform

« private security governance

public-private partnerships

DCAF applies a broad understanding of the security
sector that incorporates core security actors,
management and oversight bodies as well as private or
informal security actors.

The Centre places particular emphasis on supporting
security sector governance institutions and actors.
These include:

- executive authorities
parliaments and interparliamentary bodies
+ judicial authorities
security sector actors
« ombudsman institutions
media
- expert networks

civil society organisations

DCAF partners include a wide range of governments,
parliaments, international  organisations, non-
governmental and private actors.

DCAF works directly with national SSR stakeholders
in different national and regional settings.

DCAF contributes to the efforts of bilateral donors in
supporting SSR, promoting coherence, coordination
and complementarity in line with the whole-of-
government / whole-of-institution and 3Cs agenda.

DCAF works with multilateral institutions - in
particular the United Nations, the European Union,
the African Union, as well as other regional and
sub-regional organisations — in enhancing their role in
the SSR field.

DCAF actively fosters partnerships with regional and
global SSR-related expert networks.

DCAF facilitates or otherwise supports innovative
multi-stakeholder processes of policy development
and implementation in the field of security governance.
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DCAF HQ Geneva

Rue de Chantepoulet 11
P.O. Box 1360

CH-1211 Geneva 1
Switzerland

Tel: +41 (22) 741 77 00
Fax: +41 (22) 741 77 05

DCAF Beirut

GEFINOR Bloc C Office 604
P.O Box 113-6041

Ras Beirut

Lebanon

Tel: +961 1 738 401

Fax: +961 1 738 402

DCAF Brussels

Place du Congres 1
1000 Brussels

Belgium

Tel: +32 (2) 229 39 66
Fax: +32 (2) 229 00 35

DCAF Ljubljana

Dunajska cesta 104
1000 Ljubljana
Slovenia

Tel: +386 (1) 5609 300
Fax: +386 (1) 5609 303

DCAF Ramallah

Al-Maaref Street 34
Ramallah / Al-Bireh
West Bank

Palestine

Tel: +972 (2) 295 6297
Fax: +972 (2) 295 6295

www.dcaf.ch
info@dcaf.ch
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